
The concept of place, and our relati onship to it, 
is at the heart of Clarissa Bonet’s work, who was 
born and raised in Tampa, Florida – a coastal port 
city known for its amazing climate, sports teams, 
nati onal defense outposts, and healthcare busi-
nesses. While the city is currently undergoing a 

populati on growth, it used to be a quiet place 
dominated by the warm gulf water.  In 2010, Bonet moved to Chicago to att end graduate 
school at Columbia College Chicago. She immediately noti ced the density of the city, its 
people, and its traffi  c. As she wandered the city, she was stunned by the isolati on she felt 
among the throngs of people rushing along the sidewalks. It was this feeling that led her to 
City Space, an ongoing body of work about individuality in a large city.

For more than thirty-fi ve years, Michael Ken-
na has traveled the world, sharing his vision 
through small black and white gelati n silver 
photographs. With more than fi ft y books pub-
lished on his work, he is undoubtedly one of 

the most exhibited and collected photographers working today. Whether working along 
the shores and temples of Japan, in Italian villages, vineyards in France, or the moun-
tains in China, Kenna seeks places of silence where the viewer can stop, breathe and 
appreciate the haunti ng beauty found in nature. His pictures are quiet and inti mate, 
taken in places that are both remote and familiar. He hikes mountains, travels across fro-
zen lakes, batt les tourist buses… constantly searching for a parti cular moment or view
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Chat Room Highlights! 

Michael Kenna: Kussharo Lake, Study 
10, Hokkaido, Japan, 2014

Jonna Kina: Secret Worlds and Related 
Stories (sti ll), 2013-16

Clarissa Bonet: Street Dance, 2013

Michael Kenna
New Work
July 8 - September 2, 2016
Opening July 8, 5 - 7:30 p.m.

Our new podcast, Chat Room, launched last winter. The fi rst installment fea-
tured Catherine in discussion with six museum curators. In our second install-
ment, Catherine spoke with six arti sts about various business obstacles they 
have experienced. We hope you’ve had a chance to listen to Daniel Beltrá, Cla-
rissa Bonet, Arno Rafael Minkkinen, Robert & Shana ParkeHarrison, Francesco 
Pergolesi, and Jeff rey Wolin share their insights and stories. We encourage all 
readers of this newslett er to check out the series on our web site, Vimeo, or 
iTunes. If you have any questi ons or topics you would like to see discussed on 
Chat Room, please email us at info@edelmangallery.com. Chat Room is fi lmed 
by Scrappers Film Group.

We are excited to present our fi rst invitati on-
al video exhibiti on, Sti ll Moving, which exam-
ines the use of photographic images in the 
creati on of video art. Works by Jan Kaesbach, 
Kasumi, Jonna Kina, Guillaume Marti al, Kev-
in O. Mooney, and Tim Tate will be featured.

Jan Kaesbach (b. 1989, Essen, Germany) creates por-
traits of tradespeople that resemble contemporary August Sanders photographs. The art-
ist makes videos that appear stati c, yet upon closer examinati on, an eye twitches, a fl ame 
fl ickers or a hand tremors. Each “moving portrait” is made by seamlessly looping 3500 sti ll 
images, which are then played back at standard fi lm speed. The videos last between 3-4 
minutes, creati ng a tension between the sitt er and the arti st, as each subject att empts to 
remain sti ll. These are quiet pieces that allow an inti mate interacti on with the viewer.

Sti ll Moving
July 8 - September 2, 2016
Opening July 8, 5 - 7:30 p.m.

Clarissa Bonet 
City Space + Stray Light 
September 9 - October 29, 2016
Opening September 9, 5 - 8 p.m.



Clarissa Bonet conti nued
Walking for hours, Bonet uses her phone to photograph 
the interacti ons between people, architecture and light. 
Later, she would revisit these places and recreate the feel-
ing she had fi rst experienced, hiring models to play specifi c 
roles at the precise ti me of day when the light was perfect. 
The resulti ng photographs are carefully staged memories 
that appear to be snapshots of everyday city life. As she 
states: “The urban space is striking. Its tall and mysteri-
ous buildings, crowds of anonymous people, and endless 
sea of concrete constantly intrigue me. The images I create 
provide a personal interpretati on of the urban landscape.”

In 2014, Bonet embarked on a second ongoing project, 
Stray Light, which looks at the anonymity of people in their 
homes at night. Bonet photographs once the sun sets, cap-
turing the colorful glows from hotel and apartment win-
dows. Back in her studio, she carefully constructs each 
image from multi ple photographs, transforming the urban 
cityscape into a constellati on, as the mind tries to organize 
the informati on presented. Ulti mately, the viewer is left  
dazzled by the glow emanati ng from windows that fi ll the 
city skies, much like the stars do on a clear night, far away 
from the lights of an urban landscape.

Michael Kenna conti nued
Throughout the years he has photographed bridges, lakes, 
temples, seacoasts, cityscapes, gardens, boat ramps, rice 
paddies, seaweed farms, -- the list is endless. Through his 
lens, we witness the eff ects of weather and ti me. This can 
be seen in a single tree hovering over Kussharo Lake, pho-
tographed from 2002 – 2013, its bare branches sagging 
from the strength of storms and heat; and in a majesti c tree 
standing defi ant in the waters of Biwa Lake, Honshu, pho-
tographed in 2002/03 and again in 2012.  With a signature 
style all his own, Michael Kenna has achieved internati onal 
recogniti on for his photography which has been exhibited 
worldwide and is included in the permanent collecti ons of 
most major museums.

His new book, Forms of Japan (Prestel Publishing, 2015), 
features 240 photographs taken over a thirty year ti me pe-
riod. The book is organized into fi ve chapters  --  Sea, Land, 
Trees, Spirit and Sky --  taken in Hokkaido, Honshu, Kyushu, 
Okinawa, and Shikoku, representi ng the fi ve corners of Ja-
pan. While many of the images in the book may be famil-
iar to avid Kenna fans, this is the fi rst ti me all of his work 
from Japan has been compiled into a comprehensive book, 
showcasing a country that Michael Kenna treasures.  
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Daniel Beltrá: Greenland #12, 2014 Ysabel LeMay: Nectar, 2015
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Julie Blackmon: Waiti ng Room, 2016

From Art Storage



Artists in the News
Exhibitions
Keliy Anderson-Staley had exhibitions at the Houston Center for Photography 
(Houston, TX), the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design (Milwaukee, WI), and 
Rice University Media Center (Houston, TX) this past winter. Kate Breakey was 
part of INFOCUS Photobid 2015 at the Phoenix Art Museum (Phoenix, AZ) last 
November. Jess T. Dugan had work included in Face It, The Fine Arts Center 
Galleries, Bowling Green State University (Bowling Green, OH), Signal, Smack 
Mellon (Brooklyn, NY) and He, She, They, Ze, The Arcade Gallery at Columbia 
College Chicago (Chicago, IL). Terry Evans’ work was included in No Mountains 
in the Way: Photographs from the Kansas Documentary Survey, 1974, Smith-
sonian American Art Museum (Washington, D.C.). Sandro Miller’s show, Mal-
kovich, Malkovich, Malkovich: Homage to Photographic Masters, was recently  
shown at Camerimage Film Festival (Torun, Poland), Torch Gallery (Amsterdam, 
Netherlands), Leica Gallery (Warsaw, Poland), The Lumiere Brothers Center for 
Photography (Moscow, Russia) and Yancey Richardson Gallery (NYC). Jeffrey 
Wolin had a solo show in April at Tek Kubbe Gallery, Tophane-I Amire Art Center 
(Istanbul, Turkey). Keith Carter, Ysabel LeMay, Olivia Parker, Jack Spencer and 
Joel-Peter Witkin have work in Beauty and the Beast: The Animal in Photogra-
phy, Museum of Photographic Arts (San Diego, CA) through October 9. 

Arno Rafael Minkkinen
2015 was a full year for Arno Rafael Minkkinen. Not only did he receive a Gug-
genheim Fellowship, but he was also the honored educator at the Society for 
Photographic Education (Boston, MA). His work was shown at numerous art 
fairs including Paris Photo, Photo London, Photo Shanghai, Expo Chicago and 
Art Miami. Aside from our exhibit, which was his first solo show in Chicago, he 
had shows in Beijing, Oslo, Guatemala and Portugal. A retrospective of his work 
was recently presented at SESC Jundai (Sao Paulo, Brazil) this past March and 
an exhibit in Kyoto in April. We are thrilled to welcome him to the CEG family.

Awards
Keliy Anderson-Staley received the Small Project Grant from the University of 
Houston in 2015 (Houston, TX). Sandro Miller was inducted into the Fox Valley 
Hall of Fame (Fox Valley, IL). 

Recent Public Acquisitions
JP Morgan Chase Art Collection (New York, NY) and University of Michigan Mu-
seum of Art (Ann Arbor, MI) purchased work by Clarissa Bonet. Jess T. Dugan 
had work purchased by the Alfond Collection of Contemporary Art at Cornell 
Fine Art Museum (Winter Park, FL), Grand Rapids Art Museum (Grand Rapids, 
MI) and The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (Boston, MA). The Norton Museum 
of Art (West Palm Beach, FL) acquired work by Francesco Pergolesi. Arno Ra-
fael Minkkinen and Robert & Shana ParkeHarrison had work acquired by the 
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art (Kansas City, MO).

Lectures/Presentations
Keliy Anderson-Staley held collodion and tintype portrait workshops in Ar-
kansas and Cleveland this past May, continuing her ongoing series [Hyphen] 
Americans. Clarissa Bonet was an artist-in-residence at Latitude (Chicago, IL) 
in January, and also lectured about her work. John Cyr spoke about his work 
at Penumbra Foundation (New York, NY) in March. Jess T. Dugan gave an artist 
talk at Georgia State University (Atlanta, GA) last February. Jeffrey Wolin gave a 
lecture at Mimar Sinan Güzel Sanatlar Üniversitesi (Istanbul, Turkey) last April.

Kate Breakey: Pitcher with Oranges, Italy 2014 - 2015

Ysabel LeMay: Eve, 2015

Arno Rafael Minkkinen: Fosters Pond II, 1989

Olivia Parker: Gravity, 1982Jess T. Dugan: Elizabeth, 67, Philadelphia, PA, 2015Jeffrey Wolin: Wendi at Lyons Raceway, 2013
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Shelby Lee Adams     Ysabel LeMay 
Keliy Anderson-Staley     Herman Leonard
Tom Baril      O. Winston Link
Daniel Beltrá      Sandro Miller
Julie Blackmon           Arno Rafael Minkkinen
Clarissa Bonet          Lori Nix
Kate Breakey      Robert & Shana
Keith Carter         ParkeHarrison
John Cyr      Olivia Parker
Bruce Davidson      Francesco Pergolesi
Floriane de Lassée     David Plowden
Jess T. Dugan      Doug Prince
Elizabeth Ernst           Holly Roberts
Dan Estabrook           Gregory Scott
Terry Evans           Lauren E. Simonutti
Lynn Geesaman         Jack Spencer
Michael Itkoff          Ron van Dongen
Michael Kenna           Joel-Peter Witkin 
Gustavo Lacerda     Jeffrey Wolin

Gallery Artists

Still Moving continued
Kasumi is an internationally recognized artist who produces a 
visual language of gestures by using still images and film clips 
from long-forgotten motion pictures. The General in his Laby-
rinth is a video inspired by Gabriel García Márquez’ novel of the 
same name. Both the book and the video depict a man enslaved 
by the mirrored walls of his own likeness. In Kasumi’s video 
triptych, a man turns back and forth looking at the viewer, only 
to see his face appear before him within the confines of the re-
flective frame. Shown on an endless loop, the video mesmeriz-
es, creating a rhythm associated with the writings of Márquez.

Jonna Kina (b. 1984, Lappeenranta, Finland) is a multidisci-
plinary artist who works with photography, video and text. Her 
video piece, Secret Words and Related Stories, is a collection of 
anonymous passwords and the stories behind them, read by 
young actors between the ages of 12-16 years old. Each actor 
stands in front of a red backdrop and reads from a single sheet 
of paper, narrating personal confessions, childhood memories 
and clichéd rationalities. These are thoughtful, humorous, and 
emotional stories about a chosen word that often discloses 
personal information, which is the antithesis of its purpose. 

Guillaume Martial (b. 1985, Caen, France) presents Le Modulor, 
a grid of nine photographs accompanied by a video. In the pho-
tographs and video, we see the artist in a gymnasium interact-
ing with three modules (blue, red and yellow). A modulor was 
an architectural measurement invented in 1945 by Le Corbusi-
er that provides maximum comfort in the relationship between 
man and his living space. The artist tackles this concept by play-
ing and interacting with three distinct shapes. The result is a sur-
real and comical piece about his relationship with architecture.

Kevin O. Mooney (b. 1957, Salt Lake City, UT) has been a pho-
tographer for more than 40 years, working in the commercial, 
advertising and fine art worlds. He recently turned the cam-
era inward, photographing himself numerous times a day for a 
full year. The result is 365247, a video comprised of more than 
250,000 still images. Presented on a flat panel monitor, twelve 
videos play simultaneously, each representing a month in the 
life of the artist. We watch the artist turn off an alarm clock, 
brush his teeth, go to work, shop, take medicine, shovel snow, 
along with all the other things that happen within a year. The re-
sult is a fast paced 40-minute video about the passage of time.

Tim Tate (b. 1960, Washington, D.C.) has gained a large following

Guillaume Martial: Le Modulor, 2014

for his glass and vitrine 
works that often incor-
porate video. In his re-
cent series, Opulent Pro-
tector, a group of highly 
ornamental and colorful 
acrylic frames surround 
a watchful, blinking hu-
man eye. Diagnosed de-
cades ago with a termi-
nal illness, Tate sought 
comfort imagining his 
favorite aunt watching 
over him and keeping him healthy. The protector pieces 
offer all of us comfort, as we imagine our own loved ones 
watching over us, keeping us safe from illness and loss.   

Tim
 Tate: C

obalt Protector, 2016

Jan Kaesbach: Travelling 
Journeyman, 2014

Kevin O. Mooney: 365247, 2012




